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REHEARSAL 


that of C ommon-wealths. 


The 
Ph will not ferve the Papacy. 


the firft Reformers, 


| Exgland. ; 
The Country-man his Advice to the 


j. A Short Demonftration that Moxarchy was the Original Government, and not 
fame for Epifcopacy againft Presbytery &c. 
Which was never Uxiverfally own’d as Epifcopacy was ; Even by Ca/vin and 


How Opinions come to.be Facts, and lyable to the fame Proofs, 
6 The Country-man Refer’d in this to the Advice to the Roman Catholicks of 


Diffenters of England. 
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“SATURDAY, O@ober 18. 1707. 





(1.) Country-man. Shall not forget a 
| good while, after, 
: that Kule you gave 
ne in your Laft, whereby to knew the Ori- 
of any Species.of Government, whether 
in Church or State; That if we cannot Af 
its Beginning to any Time, Short of that 
yhich it Pretends to, we .muft Allow it 
jp have been from that Begining. For that 
Gwernment is of fuch a Publick Nature, that 
terChange of it muft be Konwn to every 
Bod . 
Here I am Confirm’d, by a Short and 
ky Method, in what you have Difcours’d 
fo much of to me before, concerning the 
Original Of Afonarchy,and of Common-wealths 
wn other Popular Governments, You told 
me, that the frit Common-wealths ever were 
in the World, were thofe in Greece, and that 
the Hiforses of thofe Times give a Parti- 
lat Account of the Beginning of Every one 
ofthem. We all know how Long the Go- 
yraments in Venice, in Holland, in Geneva, 
i, have been in the Frame they now are 
» Let then the Common-wealths-Men, and 
tie Orators for the Power of the People, ( if 
ny will Argue Fairly and upon the Square 
ith us) fet down the Time when Monarchy 
lid Begin in the World, and fee if this Clem 
ill aot lead them up to the Division of the 
tions after the Flood, which, by what you 
uve faid of it, I fuppofe no Man wil ven- 
re to fay was done by the People. And 
rom that Time to Adam the Tranfitionis 


Ealj, Noah being but the Tenth from him, | 


ad the Names of the other Nine Patriarchs 
regiven usin the Fifth of Genefis. Let the 
miggs then Confider at what era of Time 
hes ‘bring in their Original State of 
ature 


(2,) And this Demonftration is as Clear 
a Epifcopacy, as for: Monarchy. Unlefs our 


files, when there was no Epi/copacy in the 
Church, Or that they think fuch a Revoluti- 
on Of Government, as from Presbytery, Or Jn- 
dependency, to Episcopacy coud be brought 
about, without any Body’s Notice or Know- 
ledge | 

1 am Refolv'd to keep our Whiggs and 
Diffeners Clofe to this Point. For it feems 
tome to Determin the {Cax/e all at Once, 
and without any Poreing or Difputing. Let 
them then fhew me when Adfonarchy, or when 
Epifcopacy did Begin. And if they cannot 
Fix the Time Short of the Beginning of Man- 
kind, or of Chriftianity, let them then knock 
under, and be Silent tor Ever, let us never 
have more of their Dinn ! 


(3-) You have likewife Difarm’d them 
of the Retortion 1 now fee they wou’d have 
had upon you, and with which they wou’d 
have made great Noife among the People, and 
Reprefented you as a Papifs, in Affording 
the Church of Rome a Handle againft us, 
and obliging us to Fix the Time when the 
Papal Ufurpation did Begin ; Otherwife that 
we muft give up to. them the Univerfal 
Supremacy of the Pope, as Deduc’d from St. 
Peter, But you have Fixt the Time, and Nam’d 
the Century, and the very Pope who firft 
Affum’d the Title of Univerfab Bifkep; 


And fhew’d the Oppofition made to that 
Pretence ever fince, even by the Bifhops 


and Divines of the Church of Rome. So 
that this Caufe and that of Epifcopacy come 
not near one another, upon your Argument. 
Unlefs the D:ffenters can thew the like Be- 
ginning of Epifcopacy, and the like Oppofision 
made to it, from the very Begithing. 


(4.) Rebearfal. 1 couw’d have Added. That 
the far Greateft Part of the Chriftian Church 
never did own, nor do own at this Day 








the Supremacy of Rome, without Reckoning 


Mifnters can thew the T: ime, fince the Apo- | thofe in the We# who have Broke off from 
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it fice the Reformation, But the Diffenters 
cangor, fhéw any one fingle Church in the 
World that did not own Epifcopacy, and. was 
not it felt Epifcopal, from the Apoftles days 
down. to Mr. Calves, And at this Day they 
are. alb"Epi/copal, except’ aFem, €rj Few in 
Comparifon, where On pre- 
‘vailid in this Corner Of.the Worl And 
| hate fhew'd before that he and Beza and 
the firit k«form-rs did give full Arteftation 
to Fpi/copacy, “aiid Pleaded Nece/firy For’ their’ 
Departing from it; But Azarhematiz’d, and 
Reckon’d thole as A¢ad- Men, who did Oppofe’ 
ir, or woud not Fam with it where they 
might bave is with Purity of. Dofivim aad 
Wo jhir, as in Exglapd, which they Particu 
larly Nam’d, and Wifh’d they cou’d Enjoy 
fo Greata Bleffiag, aid’Pray’d for the Prof- 
perity of-our Epiftopacy. 

Country-r. Our Diffeaters and their Canfe 
is Difarm’d and Deferted every where, avd 
by All. They plead no Neceffirys but 
Difpute againit-the Government ot Epifeo- 
pacy, as Novel, and a Ujarpation upon the. 
Primitive Government of the Church. And 
yet. they..can thew none other that ever 
was, before Mr. Calvin, in any Pare of the 
Ch: iffian’ World. - Never was a Caufe, | 
think, fo Exposd, and Stript fo Naked as 
this ! 


(;5.) Bur, ALsfter, 1 was mightily. Pleas’d 
with what you faid Jaft time, that tho’ 
ther was hoc the fame Reafon or! Demon- 
ftration to fee the Beginning Of Errors in 
Ovinion, as the» Revolucions» of Government 
in any Society; yet that we Cou’d Trace 
out “the Begrnaings even of thofe Do- 
@rincl Ervors wé°Charge upon the Charch 
of Rome, fome of which you ‘then Naard, 
but you gave not the Proofs. 

Rehearf,’ When Opinions come Abroad, |, 
and make a ftir invthe World, they are |: 
then Faéts, and may be Difprev’d as o- 
ther Faéts are. Wercan tell when they 
Appear’d, and that’ they did not Appea 
before. And this is the Method by which 
we Difpreve the WDottrinal Errors in the 
Church “of Rome, aid fhew them to be. 
Novelties. 


(6.) But if I fhou’d go through all. thefe, 
it woa’d take up’ a.Great deal of tim, 
and Divert us from the Subjett we are 
upon.’ And I love. ‘not to | Intermix 
Caules, it Confounds the Reader. But 
we may find Opportunity to talk of thefe} ; 
things, In ‘thes Mean’ time, L refer you 
for’ Satisfa@tioh in’ this matter to a Little]: 
and Common Book call’d the Advice to the 
Roman >Catholicks of England, Printed for}! 
Charles Brome at the’ Gum at the Welt end 
of Ste. Pauls, 1686, It-will take you up 
buc “w" few Hours Reading, and without 
fending you further to Larger Volumes, | 


NUE ast oned Bese t this Point. :'Toleration and Occafional Conformity. 
= e big Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing 


in his Name, ad ‘faid to have been fpoitt 


jagainft Occafional Conformity. 


let me give. a little 44; Eo 
of England. What ‘you have 
Epi{copacy feems Undeniable, 





























































that it fhou’d not, Creat Pal 
in any Confidering Man. Not at leg 
0 va! ex Sacrament 

onbt Whether this Man j fon, a 
dain’d, and can Coie > Or 
the Holy Sacrament to me will y mp 
of Rom. xiv. 23. ‘Come into ‘my Ca 
He that Doubteth, is. Damned: if be pit 
caufe he Eateth not of Paith for bu 
is not of Faith, is Sin. What a rt 
On. then are our. Diffenters in, who . 
not Eat in Faith, unlefs they Fally, pL 
ly” and Clearly  Anfwer- what you Pi 
faid, fo- as to leave no Doubt behind 
ware may oe their Fyes, 4nd in 3 

ilfullyy but this is a fieth Avgrer: 
~and Doubles their Siz, : “Bei 

What Compaffion can they have for thi 
Tender Jxfants, to carry them to Difputeg 
Baptifm, when they have that which i 
Clear, and Un-Difputed Ofler’d to then 
Will they Prefent the Provocation of the 
Offerings, and Pawn their Souls Upon the 
Grcateft Uncertainty! Will they: fay it 
not an Uncertainty at Belt, when they if 
not becaufe they Cannot Anfwer for the 
felves! Is not this to be Self-Condem’ 
To put the ftumsbling-Bloek of their Iy 
iquity before their Faces, and then com 
Enquire of the Lora! 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


HE Deifts Manual: ora Rational Enquirying 
“3 the Chriftian Religion, with fome Confiten 
tivas on Mr. Mobbs, Spinola, the Oracles of Reds 
Second Thoughts, Gc. by C. Gildon, Gent. Publibal 
of the Oracles of Reafon. To'which is pref’ 
Letrer from the Author of che Method with’the Deif 
ote y Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Ort 
Lives of the Prefent Pope Clement XI. ani 
the prefent Collegeof Cardinals. Written Originh 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Cad 
of Kome, and newly Trantlated into. Bnglifh from ty 
Ttalian Manufcript, never as yet made Puolick. Wi 
a Preface by the Publiiher, containing fome fewly 
markson the Rife and Nature of the College of @ 
diaals, on the Maxims.of their Government, atl 
fhort Account of the prefent Pope’s Elevation tot 
Papacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrence. 
his Pontificate. 
T. Paul no mover of Sedition, or a Brief Vindih 
on of that Apoftle, from the Falfe and Difingenw 
Expolition of \irs Headly, ina Sermon preach’d belt 


‘the Lord, Mayor on.Rom. xiii. V. 1. 


The Reafonablénefs of a Toleration. enquir’d it 

purely on'Church Principles in feveral Letters. 

EL He Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defeat 
~ from a Speech cry’d about the ftretf 









by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the fil 


The Principles of the Diffenters concernill 





(7,) Country-m. Well then, Adajter, we 
will tuna again to: our = Diffemers. And | 


Moderation a Vertue. 


in anfwer to alate Celebrated Book intitul 
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“Lowden Printed and Sold by the Bookfellers of London aud Weftminjter....1797° 
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